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Rob Mitchell has made the most of
a rough start in life. Abandoned at the

age of 3 by a mother who had neither
the financial nor the psychological AN
wherewithal to take care of him, he _ .
spent the next 14 years shut- www.castawaykic

tling between one orphanage and the next. clinging to the
occasional visit from his qrandmother. Today, he manages
hundreds of millions of dollars as a financial advisor for
Wells Fargo Advisors, is married with two kids and has
written a book about his experience in the social
welfare system called Castaway Nid. The book
launched a side career for Mitchell a a lecturer
and he now travel all over the country on a hec-
tic schedule, giving inspirational talks at schools
and orphanages. He and his wife also qive 20
percent of their income to orphanages and to
their churdh every year.

Hitchell says he figured out early on
that the only way out of his predicament
was tomake a lot of money. He worked
every job he could find and, by the time
he was 16 years old, he had $3,000 saved

up. His grandrmather put him in touch
with an attorney she knew named Gilbert
T. Gramm, who sugqested he invest the
money in stocks of companies he liked. He
chose McDonalds and Playboy, he says
wh:luﬂ.hlﬁ:ttmufh stock
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4" not profitable™ heq‘!.lldm
f doesn't have a kot of rapport with the ultra-
wealthy. “¥hatever the biue bloods want, |

ain't got” he says. “l appeal to the Uncle Joes
and Aunt Mary's of the world, someone they
can trust, nothing exotic.” -AF
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